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* The secret of my enterprize was never divulged by me until the news of my sudden illness was reported in the neighbourhood ; when some of my young friends told the talc, and it was conveyed by one of the gossiping old women of the city to the zeenalmah of my mother. My arm was for a long period rendered useless, and I was under the care of doctors for many months ; the whole skin peeled off, and left me cause for remembering the circumstance, although it did not cure me of that preference for enterprize, which afterwards drew me from my home to visit other places, and to search for new adventures. Often did I remonstrate with my father on the subject of my future profession : how often did I declare my disinclination to pursue those studies (deemed essential to fit me for the office I was in due time to be appointed to), and avow my predilection for a military life ! 1
At that period of Indian History, the Punjaab district was disturbed by the depredations of the Mahrattas.1 Hordes of those lawless banditti were in the habit of frequent encroachments on the Mussulmaun possessions, committing frightful enormities in their predatory excursions against towns and villages, spreading terror and desolation wherever they approached. On this account military ardour was encouraged by the heads of families, and the youth of respectable Mussul-mauns were duly instructed in the use of defensive weapons, as a measure of prudence by which they were enabled, whenever called upon, to defend the lives and property of their neighbours as well as of their individual families.
In describing this period of his life, I have often heard Meer Hadjee Shah confess with remorse, that he was wont to pay far greater attention to his military instructors than to the Maulvee's lectures on law or other dry subjects of books, as he then often thought them, and at fourteen years old he was perfect master of the sabre, spear, matchlock, and the bow; able even then to defend himself against an enemy, or take the palm of victory, when practising those arts with the youth of his own standing.
At seventeen, his love of enterprize drew him from the calm
1 Under the Peshwas, Baji Rao I and Balajl Rao (A.D. 1720-61) the incursions of the Mahrattas extended as far north as the Panjab.